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2023 SUMA Convention and Tradeshow
April 16-19, 2023 Saskatoon, SK



• 20+ hours of educational content
• Two optional excursions showcasing  

the Saskatoon area
• Access to municipal, provincial, and 

federal leaders
• 150+ tradeshow vendors

THE 2023 SUMA 
CONVENTION 
AND TRADESHOW 
INCLUDES:

Reasons to Attend

Municipal Marketplace
Presented by Kinetic GPO
Sunday, April 16     4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Monday, April 17     7:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 18    7:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
One of the largest of its kind in Canada, SUMA’s tradeshow 
features booths with products and services that municipalities 
use each day. Browse the booths and connect with exhibitors on 
April 17 and April 18. Tour the booths on Sunday, April 16 between     
4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. in advance of the official opening as 
SUMA hosts its first Early Access Reception. Light appetizers 
included.

Networking
There are plenty of people to meet and plenty of opportunities to 
network. Tune in to new ideas as you network with colleagues, 
peers, SUMA Board and staff members, and provincial and federal 
decision makers at the SUMA Convention during the Welcome 
Reception, at the President’s Banquet and Awards Ceremony, 
during sessions, at breaks, and in your sector meeting.

Shape Policy
Convention is an opportunity to influence policy, both locally and 
provincially. Shape SUMA’s policy direction through resolutions, 
sector meetings, and the Dialogue with SUMA sessions. The 
annual bear pit and dialogue with ministers sessions provides 
delegates with the opportunity to put their municipal issues 
before the provincial government, as well as the media. 
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Keynote and MC
Keynote: Cody Demerais
Sponsored by SaskWater

Tuesday, April 18     10:50 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Cody Demerais is an award-winning Métis entrepreneur born 
and raised in Prince Albert. He is an author, motivational 
speaker, and community advocate. But Cody has not always 
been on the path he is now. 

He spent years feeling as though he did not belong. As he 
tried to find ways to “fit in”, Cody experimented with drugs and 
alcohol, and he dealt with intense substance abuse issues as 
well as depression. Following a life altering car accident that left 
Cody with PTSD, guilt, and anger, he tried to take his own life. 

Cody now shares his past so others don’t have to learn the hard 
way as he did.

In his keynote address, Cody will use his own experiences to 
share a message of resilience, focusing on the mental health 
and addictions crisis in Saskatchewan. Don’t miss this keynote!

Convention MC: Joan McCusker 
Sponsored by Brownlee

Through her experiences as a teacher, mom, world champion 
curler, Olympic gold medallist, and CBC commentator, Joan 
McCusker has collected a number of observations on the 
attitudes that propel ordinary people to build extraordinary lives. 
And growing up near Saltcoats and now a Regina resident, Joan 
knows the truly extraordinary things the people of Saskatchewan 
are capable of. 
Her own story is an example. She was part of a curling foursome 
that dominated the world of women’s curling in the 1990’s; with 
her teammates, Joan won three Canadian and three World 
Curling titles and in 1998 won Olympic gold in Nagano, Japan.
Joan’s presentation style is light and humorous, but her 
message is clear: attitude, team, and leadership are everything. 
There won’t be a dull moment at the 2023 SUMA Convention 
with Joan as MC. 
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Convention Agenda

SUNDAY, APRIL 16
10:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Convention Registration

11:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Introduction to Convention
12:45 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Dialogue with SUMA
These sessions are an opportunity to share feedback with SUMA’s committees! Is there something you 
have been wanting to see SUMA advocate for or host an education session on? Have you heard about a 
new initiative that you would like to discuss? Pick the topic that interests you most and join in an engaging 
conversation.

Community and Economic Development   
Do you have ideas on how to make your community better? SUMA’s Community and Economic Development 
Committee may be able to help! Join SUMA representatives for a round table discussion on all things related to your 
community and its growth! Topics commonly discussed by the Community and Economic Development Committee 
include transportation, parks and recreation, culture and heritage, immigration, and of course, economic development.

Intergovernmental Affairs  
The municipal election date, a review of funding allocations under Municipal Revenue Sharing, and the 
municipal acts. What do these have in common? They all impact municipalities. They also all fall under SUMA’s 
Intergovernmental Affairs Committee which has responsibilities including reviewing and making recommendations on 
provincial or federal legislation, regulations, and programs and services. 

Environment 
From climate change to natural disasters, the environment and our impact on it is a hot topic these days. Join 
SUMA’s Environment Committee to discuss municipal-specific environmental issues such as landfills, recycling, 
water, and wastewater treatments. This session is for any and all environmental matters that impact Saskatchewan’s 
hometowns.

Public Safety and Health   
Coming off an unprecedented public health crisis, we all know how important our health and safety is - both from a 
community and an individual standpoint. SUMA’s Public Safety and Health Committee is responsible for matters that 
involve police and justice, fire and emergency planning, bylaw enforcement, public health, and doctor recruitment. If 
you have thoughts or ideas relating to the health and safety of your community, don’t miss this session!

Schedule is tentative and may change. Check the Convention page on the SUMA website for more information and updates. 
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NEW! Convention Excursions
SUNDAY, APRIL 16 (Continued)
2:15 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. (Additional charge to attend.)
NEW! Excursions
For the first time, SUMA is excited to offer educational excursions. Take advantage of the spring weather and 
experience one of two optional excursions focused on the Saskatoon area. Space is limited, so register early. 

Saskatoon Regional Waste Management 
Centre and STARS Hangar
Learn about daily operations at the Saskatoon Regional Waste 
Management Facility and their work towards environmental sustainability. 
Hear about Recovery Park, the recent expansion that is designed to 
improve recycling options at the landfill and provide space for future 
diversion opportunities. Guests will visit the newly built transfer station 
in Recovery Park to see how recycling and compost initiatives are 
incorporated into landfill operations. 
At the STARS Nutrien Hangar discover more about the STARS program, 
their community outreach work, and take an up-close look at the STARS 
helicopter. Light food and drink will be available at the hangar for 
participants.

Wanuskewin Heritage Park
The story of Wanuskewin is just beginning to be uncovered. Some 
archaeological dig sites date back thousands of years making them older 
than the Egyptian pyramids; these sites provide clues to the daily existence 
of the early peoples. 
At Wanuskewin, take in a dance presentation, enjoy Bannock and 
Muskeg tea, and have time to explore the gift shop, galleries, and exhibits. 
Participants will also have the choice between a guided outdoor walk or 
indoor guided programing. 

Traditional Games (Indoors)
Learn how games played an important role in educating the young by 
cultivating physical skills and encouraging social development.

Northern Plains Technology: The Bison (Indoors) 
Understand and see examples of how every part of the bison was used to provide food, tools, shelter, weapons, 
toys, and even glue.

Step Back in Time Walk (Outdoors)
Step back in time with one of Wanuskewin’s interpretive guides on the Path of the People trail to get a glimpse 
of what life was like on the plains long ago.
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Convention Agenda

SUNDAY, APRIL 16 (Continued)
2:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.
Education Sessions
Knowledge is power. These concurrent education sessions are designed for municipal leaders from 
hometowns of all sizes. NOTE: These sessions are being held at the same times as excursions. 

Listen In: Green Technologies for Your Community Rink
Ice rinks are the hub in many communities. However, they are expensive to operate and increasing energy 
costs are further driving budgets upward. Join us for a discussion on natural refrigerant solutions and ways 
they can lower energy costs at your municipal rink. 
On the Same Wave: Understanding Your Role in Property Assessment
As a municipal official, having a clear understanding of your role in property assessment can set your 
municipality up for success. Hear about your role and learn how annual assessment maintenance, general 
re-inspections, market valuation requirements, provincial revaluations, and roll confirmations impact your 
municipality.     
Tie In Strategic Action to Strengthen Public Trust
The more trust the public has in their local government, the more likely they are to feel that municipal 
decisions are being made for their good and the good of their community. Research has linked strengthened 
public confidence with effective government strategy. Discover what this means for you as a municipal leader.

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
NEW! Early Access Reception in the Tradeshow
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One of the best networking events at SUMA’s annual 
convention is back! The Welcome Reception, which is 
specifically designed for networking with your municipal 
council, your peers, and SUMA’s Board of Directors, is 
taking place Sunday, April 16. The reception will be held 
at Remai Modern and will feature a cash bar and light 
appetizers. 
Network while enjoying incredible views of the South 
Saskatchewan River and discover what Remai Modern has 
to offer.

Welcome Back to the Welcome Reception
8:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.



Convention Agenda

MONDAY, APRIL 17
7:15 a.m. - 5:15 p.m. 
Convention Registration
7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Municipal Marketplace presented by Kinetic GPO

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Breakfast
8:30 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. 
Official Opening Ceremonies
9:15 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 
SUMA President’s Address
9:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. 
FCM Address

9:45 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 
Connect in the Tradeshow
11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 
Premier’s Address

11:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Tune In to the Future of SUMA’s Governance
As part of SUMA’s 2021-25 strategic plan, the Board of Directors commissioned a governance review to look 
for more opportunities to have member voices heard, find ways to make SUMA nimbler in its decision making 
and response to issues, and review and adopt best practices to improve the organization’s effectiveness, 
transparency, and accountability. Learn more about the review, including what we’ve heard from members on 
SUMA’s potential governance structure, and ask any questions you have. 
12:15 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Lunch
12:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Open House: A Closer Look at SUMA’s Governance Review
In this open house, engage with SUMA Board members and discover more about SUMA’s governance 
review. 
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Convention Agenda

MONDAY, APRIL 17 (Continued)
1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 
Education Sessions
Be All Ears: Honoring Treaty Responsibilities
We all have a responsibility to honour the land and treaties that we reside on. Learn about ancestral land in 
Saskatchewan and our civic and personal duty to work towards reconciliation.
Relating Municipal Well-being to Community Planning
Through a province-wide survey, municipalities were asked about mental health, culture, municipal 
economics, and environmental well-being, and how these important themes fit in with community planning 
and budgeting. Discover the lessons learned through this research on well-being initiatives in Saskatchewan 
municipalities. 
Wild Weather on the Rise: Learn to Prepare for Future Risk
Municipalities continue to be faced with the challenges of extreme weather like floods, wildfire, and extreme 
heat. This session focuses on practical and cost-effective actions that communities can take to lower their 
vulnerability to extreme weather. 
2:45 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Connect in the Tradeshow

3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Resolutions and Prize Giveaway

 RESOLUTIONS

Resolutions help direct SUMA’s advocacy. They are also a great 
way to get issues important to Saskatchewan’s hometowns in front 
of the media.
The deadline for submissions is January 31. The resolutions 
package will be sent to all SUMA members in March and a copy will 
also be available on SUMA’s website. 

To ensure that councils have an opportunity to discuss all 
resolutions before voting at Convention, SUMA strictly adheres 
to our Resolutions Policy regarding the addition of resolutions 
submitted after the resolution deadline. Only emergency resolutions 
that are urgent and emergent will be considered. 
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Convention Agenda

TUESDAY, APRIL 18
7:15 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Convention Registration
7:30 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. 
Open House: A Closer Look at SUMA’s Governance Review
7:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
Municipal Marketplace presented by Kinetic GPO

7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Breakfast
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 
Sector Meetings
• Cities
• Towns
• Villages, Resort Villages, and Northern Municipalities

9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Connect in the Tradeshow
10:30 a.m. - 10:50 a.m. 
Leader of the Official Opposition’s Address

10:50 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Keynote Address - Cody Demerais
12:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m. 
Lunch

1:15 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. 
SUMA AGM, Sector Reports, and Prize Giveaway

2:15 p.m. - 2:35 p.m.
Minister of Government Relations’ Address
2:35 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.
Saskatchewan Municipal Awards Presentation

3:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Break
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Convention Agenda

TUESDAY, APRIL 18 (Continued)
3:30 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. 
Breakout Sessions
What’s What: Freedom of Information for Cities
What constitutes confidential information and how should it be properly managed and protected by 
municipalities? Freedom of information can be complex. Gain clarity on what information municipalities 
should be protecting, the line between transparency and protection, and how to deal with high volumes of 
information requests and responsive records.
Listen Up: 10 Things Your Town and Village Administration Wishes You Knew
A humorous look at the challenges administrators and CAOs face when dealing with council. In this session, 
gain a better understanding of the roles and responsibilities of council and administration.   
Sound Practices: Creating Harassment Free Town and Village Offices
As an employer, municipalities are required to keep their employees safe and ensure that any work-related 
setting is harassment free. Discover tools to prevent and address harassment in your municipal office.  
Northern Regional Meeting
The Northern Regional Meeting is a chance to hear an update on what SUMA is doing and engage in a 
discussion with your peers on issues in your region.

Celebrate the long-serving elected officials and municipal 
employees who help make our hometowns great, and the hard 
work and dedication of all municipal officials at the President’s 
Banquet and Awards Ceremony. Enjoy a three-course plated 
meal while being wowed by aerial artists from Fly Studios 
YXE. After the awards program, dance, jive, and have the time 
of your life with Saskatoon band Deja Voodoo. Dressed for the 
era and performing music by artists such as Journey, Billy Idol, 
Joan Jett, ABBA, and more, Deja Voodoo will transport you back to the 80s.

Each convention registration includes one ticket for the President’s Banquet. This is a celebration you 
won’t want to miss. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Deja Voodoo will take the stage at 9:30 p.m.
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President’s Banquet and 
Awards Ceremony

7:00 p.m. - Midnight



Convention Agenda

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Convention Registration
8:45 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. 
Dialogue with Ministers

10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Break

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Bear Pit with Cabinet

11:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Prize Giveaway and Closing Remarks

General Information

Registration
Convention registration includes:
• shuttle service to and from designated hotels;
• admission to the early access tradeshow reception on April 16;
• admission to the SUMA tradeshow taking place April 17 and 18;
• a keynote address;
• one ticket to the Welcome Reception;
• one ticket to the President’s Banquet and Awards Ceremony;
• education and breakout sessions;
• dialogue sessions with SUMA, Ministers, and the Provincial Cabinet;
• hot breakfast and buffet lunch on Monday and Tuesday; and
• refreshment breaks.

How to Register
All the details on the online registration process will be sent via email to the main contact for all member 
municipalities, other government, and partner organizations. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to 
contact us.
Find the rates for Convention 2023 at www.suma.org. 

Accommodations
Hotels for the 2023 SUMA Convention and Tradeshow can be booked online. See rates and room types 
for different hotels in Saskatoon. 
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Unit 305 - 4741 Parliament Avenue
Regina, Saskatchewan  S4W 0T9

Phone: 306-525-3727 
Online: www.suma.org                                                       

Email: registration@suma.org

https://suma.org/events/conventions-and-tradeshows
mailto:registration%40suma.org?subject=2022%20SUMA%20Convention%20and%20Tradeshow

