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UPCOMING EVENTS

March 17
Webinar: The Role Municipalities
Play in Supporting Co-operatives

March 18
MuniCast S10:E1

April 12-15
2026 SUMA Convention and
Tradeshow

See all upcoming events.

Pre-Budget Advocacy

As the Government of Saskatchewan prepared its
2026-2027 Budget, SUMA engaged Ministers last fall
with specific concerns from our membership that
would require budget allocations. 

This was the first year SUMA’s caucuses have been
active. This gave us the opportunity to have in-depth
discussion around the needs of our members in
cities, towns, villages and resort villages, and
northern municipalities. Our pre-budget asks are
aligned with the priorities of each caucus as well
as core issues that SUMA has been advocating
for over the past year.

Read a summary of our pre-budget asks here.

We will be watching on Budget Day later this month
to see how the Government of Saskatchewan has
responded to our advocacy, and we will continue to
push for action on the priorities that matter most to
our members across the province.

Share the News!

Is your entire council receiving Municipal Update emails? We encourage mayors, councillors, and
administrators to individually sign up to our newsletter so our updates make it straight to your
inbox. Please share this email with your colleagues and encourage them to sign up today!

Sign Up for Email Updates from SUMA

Reminder: Access to SUMA Member Portal

https://suma.org/events/the-role-municipalities-play-in-supporting-co-operatives
https://suma.org/events/the-role-municipalities-play-in-supporting-co-operatives
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnyOMC0SKIN9AwtusJmC9pLyuaudHP7Bf
https://convention.suma.org/event/Convention2026/home/
https://convention.suma.org/event/Convention2026/home/
https://suma.org/events
https://files.constantcontact.com/9e55941f001/694beba5-0c00-480c-a14c-e0391c84bc8a.pdf
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=0016QJmXVl66Kr8X1d2j2y2ag09NyCwzRl7VwHtoatnxvlc_3oHtaaw1SdeqKY1M_r1SRwFD9stCbaBel_T746dZzfD9derMK7H_gYNUGWN51w%3D


The SUMA Member Portal hosts valuable resources for members including meeting recordings,
webinars, and more.

Each municipality has one shared login for the Member Portal that should be distributed to all staff
and members of council. Please contact your Chief Administrative Officer for access. We encourage
you to revisit or share previous webinars and other relevant information with other staff or elected
officials.

If you are unsure of your login information, please contact communications2@suma.org for
assistance.

Visit the SUMA Member Portal

 

ADVOCACY UPDATE

Caucus Meetings

The Northern Caucus meeting was held on February 27, and the Town Caucus meeting was on
March 5. Meetings for the City Caucus and Village and Resort Village Caucus were held earlier
in February.

Keep an eye on the next issue of our newsletter Governance Update where we'll share details on
what was discussed at these meetings.

Resolutions Review and Approval

Caucuses have each reviewed their resolutions, and resolutions have been submitted for
consideration by the SUMA Board of Directors. The Board will now review the resolutions for
final approval to be presented at Convention in April.

The resolutions package will be available to our members by mid-March for review ahead of
Convention.

SUMA Partner Eco-West Bringing $1 Million in Funding for EV Charging
Stations to Saskatchewan 

On February 5, the federal government announced
its new Automotive Strategy, a suite of measures
to protect and secure the auto industry while
building a globally competitive automotive sector
focused on next-generation vehicle manufacturing. 

As part of this strategy, the Government of Canada
is enhancing electric vehicle charging infrastructure

through investments. This includes $84.4 million for 122 projects to install more than 8,000 electric
vehicle chargers across Canada through the Zero Emission Vehicle Infrastructure Program. Eco-
West Canada received $1 million of this infrastructure support for the purchase and
installation of EV charging stations in Saskatchewan, illustrating the importance of
intergovernmental collaboration and recognizing EWC’s proven expertise in climate
transition and sustainable mobility. 

Through the Municipal Eco Action Centre, SUMA is proud to partner with Eco-West Canada to
provide services and funding opportunities for SUMA members as they plan, fund, and implement
environmental initiatives. 

mailto:communications2@suma.org
https://suma.org/member-login
https://suma.org/advocacy/municipal-eco-action-centre


Read the Government of Canada’s announcement here. Read the response by the Association of
Manitoba Bilingual Municipalities, which is Eco-West's parent association, here. 

SUMA Attends FCM Board of Directors Meeting in St. John's,
Newfoundland and Labrador

SUMA was in St. John's, Newfoundland and Labrador, last
week attending the Federation of Canadian Municipalities'
(FCM) March Board of Directors Meeting.

SUMA was represented by SUMA President Randy Goulden
and SUMA CEO Jean-Marc Nadeau. Also representing
Saskatchewan urban municipalities on FCM's Board were City
Mayors Caucus Chair and SUMA Ex-Officio Board Member
Gerald Aalbers (Mayor, City of Lloydminster), and Zach Jeffries
(Councillor, City of Saskatoon).

International Women's Day 2026 with the Status of Women Office

SUMA was honoured to attend a reception in
recognition of International Women's Day 2026 last
week at the Saskatchewan Legislature presented by
the Honourable Alana Ross, Minister Responsible
for the Status of Women. The event brought
together women leaders from across the province.

We are proud every day of the contributions of
women to SUMA and to all of our member
communities.

Call for Village and Resort Village Caucus Representative Nominations:
West Central Region

The Village and Resort Village caucus is currently seeking nominations for one vacant position: a
West Central representative.

Unsure which region you're located in? Search for your municipality here.

The core mandate of the Village and Resort Village Caucus is to provide a forum for the
management of advocacy topics considered relevant to Saskatchewan villages and resort villages.

The Caucus role includes the following responsibilities:
Facilitating the meeting of the Caucus
Identifying and providing advisory input on advocacy topics relevant to member urban
municipalities in your sector
Prioritizing advocacy topics and contributing to the setting of strategies required to advance
the advocacy interests of the Caucus
Providing input on provincial, federal, and/or collective advocacy topics
Contributing to SUMA’s communication efforts with the interest of keeping sector members
informed and engaged

The Village and Resort Village Caucus meets virtually for approximately 90 minutes on a quarterly
basis. Additional participation in events such as the Regional Roadshow and caucus meetings at
Convention are also strongly encouraged.

https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2026/02/canada-advances-new-auto-strategy-by-expanding-ev-charging-infrastructure-across-the-country.html
https://ambm.ca/en/eco-west-canada-a-key-partner-in-deploying-charging-infrastructure-across-western-canada/
https://suma.org/about-us/members?region=central


Nominations can be submitted to suma@suma.org.

Please read the governing policy here.

Complete the Nomination Form

 

CAPACITY BUILDING OPPORTUNITIES

Webinar: The Role Municipalities Play in Supporting Co-operatives

Municipalities across Saskatchewan are facing real pressure on housing, childcare, local
businesses, and access to services. Many communities are turning to co-operatives as a practical,
locally owned way to respond. On Tuesday, March 17 at 10:00 a.m. join us for the webinar The
Role Municipalities Play in Supporting Co-operatives to hear from Co-operatives First as they
share real examples of how co-operatives have worked in small towns and larger centres, and the
role municipalities and Economic Development Officers played in making those projects possible.
Examples include childcare, housing, community investment, and saving local businesses.

Municipal leaders will leave with:
A clear picture of how municipal leadership shapes co-op success
Practical ways councils and EDOs can reduce barriers and support community-led projects
Simple steps municipalities can take to support co-operatives in their community

This session is designed with communities under 5,000 in mind, while also offering tools and ideas
that larger municipalities can adapt to their local context.

Register Now

SUMA's webinar program is sponsored by SUMAssure. Webinars are free to all SUMA
members. There is a fee of $45 + GST and PST for non-members to attend.

 

SUMA's webinar program is
﻿sponsored by
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MuniCast Season 10: Tune in on March 18!

Mark your calendar! Season 10 of MuniCast is launching on March 18. Are you ready for timely,
relevant discussions? 

This season, conversations will dive into how municipalities can get the most value from SUMA’s
offerings—from building meaningful connections through networking, to strengthening capacity
through education, advancing local priorities through advocacy, and gaining direct access to
government officials. Whether you’re looking for practical insights, new perspectives, or
opportunities to stay informed and connected, Season 10 of MuniCast will deliver conversations that
support and strengthen your municipal leadership journey. In episode one, Convention MC Shauna
Foster and SUMA President Randy Goulden will be sitting down with MuniCast host Chris Brown to
discuss what to expect at Convention, and how attendees can make the most of their time at the
event. 

Episodes of MuniCast are available on all major podcast platforms, including  Apple
Podcasts, Spotify, Amazon Music, and YouTube. Keep an eye on member emails or subscribe to
MuniCast on your platform of choice to be notified when the latest episodes are released.

 

Regional Roadshow: Call for Venues Now Closed

Thank you to everyone who submitted a proposal for the 2026 Regional Roadshow. All proposals
are currently under review, and municipalities being considered for the 2026 Regional Roadshow
will be contacted directly. Stay tuned for updates on when and where the Regional Roadshow will
visit your region.

 

CONVENTION 2026
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Saskatchewan’s urban municipalities thrive on strong foundations—delivering municipal services,
guided by dedicated leadership, and enriched by vibrant communities. SUMA is a cornerstone of
urban strength, empowering urban municipalities through advocacy, education, and programs and
services that drive progress. 

Join us at the 2026 SUMA Convention and Tradeshow to share solutions, shape policy, and amplify
the voice of urban Saskatchewan. 

Strong urban foundations build a stronger Saskatchewan. 

Registration Open Until April 2

Join us at the 2026 SUMA Convention and Tradeshow in Regina. Registration for Convention
2026 is open until April 2 at 4:00 p.m.

The main contact for each municipality was sent an email with the link to register. This email also
included a link to book your hotels (see "Hotel Booking" below for more information).

If your municipality did not receive your invitation to register, please check your junk mail. Not there?
Email: registration@suma.org.

Convention attendees are responsible for arranging their own hotel accommodations. Access hotel
booking through Resiada with the link included in the registration email. Hotel booking is open
until March 9.

Last Day to Book Accommodations with Hotel Booking System

Convention attendees are responsible for arranging their own hotel accommodations. If you have
not yet booked your rooms for Convention 2026, please do so as soon as possible!

SUMA is once again using the hotel booking system Resiada. With Resiada, you can view prices
for each hotel, see where they are located, check their availability, and book your rooms, all through
a single website.

To ensure accurate availability, all accommodations at participating Convention 2026 hotels must be
booked through Resiada.

Booking will remain open until March 9.

When you book through Resiada, you will receive a Group Reservation Acknowledgment email.
Until March 9, all changes and cancellations can be done by clicking the Edit Reservations
Now button in that email. If you are unable to find the email, please let us know.

http://registration@suma.org/


After March 9, you will be provided with a hotel confirmation number for each of your reservations.
Once you receive that number, all changes and cancellations must be made by calling the hotel
directly.

Learn More About Convention 2026 Here

Convention Brochure Registration FAQs for Members

 

OTHER UPDATES

Northern Members: Invitation to Complete New North Membership
Needs and Priorities Survey

New North - SANC Services Inc. has developed a membership needs and priorities survey in
order to connect with their member municipalities as a part of the Board of Directors' efforts to re-
engage with northern leadership and ensure the voice of the northern municipal sector informs and
drives the rebuilding process of New North.

By completing this survey, you will be helping New North to set strategic priorities for the
future. This survey is best completed by any elected Council Members, Mayors, or senior municipal
administrative officers.

The survey is open until March 10. It should only take 8-10 minutes of your time. All responses will
be kept anonymous and confidential, and survey data will not be shared. 

If you have any questions at any time about the survey, please contact Matthew Dizy at Upfront
Consulting (matthewdizy@upfront-consulting.net).

All respondents who choose to enter their name will be eligible for a chance to win an Apple iPad.

Begin the Survey
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2026 Community Builders Workshop Series: Registration Deadlines
Start the Week of April 17

Australian community builder Peter Kenyon is back in Saskatchewan this spring with a new
workshop: Enhancing Community & Business Prosperity through Experience, Storytelling,
Fun and WOW Factor! Join Peter in one of seven urban centres – Prince Albert, Humboldt,
Watrous-Manitou, Biggar, Assiniboia, Estevan or Melville. Registration is now open and workshops
run April 27 to May 8.

Download the agenda and register online: https://seda.ca/community-builders-workshops 

 

Register Now: Free Ice Rink Retrofit Workshop & Expert Guidance

Are you planning an upgrade or retrofit for your local ice rink?
Attend this free, one-day workshop at the SPRA Spring Training
Symposium in Humboldt, Saskatchewan. Get expert advice on
energy savings, funding options, and receive an energy study for
your project at no cost through the Climate Ready
Infrastructure Service (CRIS).

Open to communities with a population under 30,000 in
Saskatchewan.

Learn More and Register

 

Treaty Land Sharing Network: Connecting with Saskatchewan
Communities

The Treaty Land Sharing Network is looking for help connecting to your community!

TLSN is a non-profit organization that facilitates land sharing between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous communities on the prairies. Land in the network is available to First Nations and Métis
land user to practice their way of life. As we try to spread awareness that land is available to
Indigenous land users, and to grow the amount of land shared in the network, we are asking
municipal offices to share TLSN’s information with members of their community. Download
the informational brochure here.

Municipalities can also join the network.

For more information, email info@treatylandsharingnetwork.ca. Visit the TLSN website here.

 

Share Your Voice: Canadian Social Enterprise Sector Survey

From small urbans to cities, social enterprises play a vital role in strengthening Saskatchewan’s
economy and communities. SUMA and the Saskatchewan Economic Development Alliance
(SEDA) are seeking your help in reaching social enterprises to participate in the Canadian Social
Enterprise Sector Survey—the first national survey in a decade.

Help us ensure Saskatchewan’s impact and priorities are reflected in national data, policy, and
advocacy.

There is a national incentive of $500 to be drawn in April. Deadline to participate is March 13. 

https://seda.ca/community-builders-workshops
https://climatereadycanada.ca/blog/workshop-energy-efficient-ice-rink-retrofits-for-saskatchewan-communities
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Complete the Survey

 

Workshops on Zoning and Building Requirements

The Ministry of Government Relations’ Community Planning and Building and Technical
Standards branches will be delivering a series of joint workshops across Saskatchewan in late
April/early May 2026. These sessions will focus on why the zoning and building bylaws matter
rather than how they are approved and highlight key responsibilities of local authorities. Workshops
are open to anyone interested including elected officials, administrators and community members
and run from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. with a one-hour lunch break. Coffee and tea are provided; please
bring your own lunch. 

Workshops will be held in: 
Weyburn 
Melville 
Humboldt 
Swift Current 
Kindersley 
North Battleford 

To register for a presentation, attendees are encouraged to use our online registration form and
select the one nearest to their location. An agenda and information package will be emailed to all
registered attendees. 

For more information, please contact Building and Technical Standards at 306-787-4113 or
btstandards@gov.sk.ca. 

 

Month of La Francophonie

Every March, in Canada and in many countries, we celebrate the Month of La Francophonie. This is
an opportunity to highlight the richness and vibrancy of the French language, as well as the
contributions of Francophones to our cultural heritage and collective identity. Join the celebrations
and recognize the importance of French here and beyond.

Read more about how to promote the Month of La Francophonie here.

 

Rural Sask 2026 with CÉCS

Join the Conseil économique et coopératif de la Saskatchewan (CÉCS) on April 28 at TCU
Place in Saskatoon for Rural Sask 2026, an event that connects newcomers with career
opportunities in Saskatchewan. This is a chance to recruit, network and promote your organization,
while celebrating the vibrant life of rural communities.

View the brochure in French and English.

Email ruralsask@cecs-sk.ca or call 306-566-6000 for more information. Register here.

 

Canadian Vote Summit

The Canadian Vote Summit, Canada’s national, non-partisan gathering focused on strengthening
electoral democracy, takes place May 20–21 in Calgary.

Hosted by the Democratic Engagement Exchange, the Summit brings together civil society
leaders, election officials, researchers, media, and policymakers at a moment when division,
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declining trust, and disengagement are shaping democratic life across the country. This year’s
theme, From Divide to Dialogue, explores how we rebuild connection, curiosity, and democratic
belonging across lines of difference. 

Additional details, including registration, are available here.

 

2026 Dig Safe Awareness Breakfasts

The Saskatchewan Common Ground Alliance (SCGA) invites you to register for a Dig Safe
Awareness Breakfast coming to a community near you in April.

These free Breakfasts are sponsored by over 20 industry members in partnership with the SCGA.
For those attending in Lloydminster, SCGA is jointly hosting with Utility Safety Partners.

We encourage local fire and police departments, volunteer fire fighters, EMS personnel, safety
officers and urban or rural councillors to attend.

The event runs from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m., approximately (unless otherwise indicated on the
registration).  

Regina - April 1
Assiniboia - April 2
North Battleford - April 7
Yorkton - April 8
Preeceville - April 9
Warman - April 9
Prince Albert - April 14

Estevan - April 14
Humboldt - April 15
Maple Creek - April 15
Lloydminster - April 16
Melfort - April 16
Saskatoon - April 21

Carlyle - April 22
Moose Jaw - April 22
Weyburn - April 23
Moosomin - April 28
Swift Current - April 29
Kindersley - April 30

Register here.

 

Statistics Canada Hiring in Saskatchewan Communities for 2026
Census

The next Census of Population will take place in May 2026. To support this important project,
Statistics Canada is hiring for supervisory and non-supervisory positions in Saskatchewan
communities.

Census jobs offer flexible, short-term employment and the chance to contribute to data collection
activities. Census information is used to plan programs and services that support employment,
education, public transportation, and health care. Results from the census help provide high-quality
information on key socioeconomic trends and analysis that can support important decisions that
affect organizations, businesses, municipalities, governments and Indigenous communities across
Canada. 

To learn more about what jobs are available and the process to apply, visit census.gc.ca/jobs. Click
here to view a poster with more details.

 

Why the Targeted Sector Support (TSS) Funding Grant Matters

Municipalities often face resource constraints, administrative hurdles, and governance complexities
for starting new or costly initiatives beyond normal operations of the municipality. Targeted Sector
Support (TSS) Grant Funding directly addresses these issues by reviewing applications to fund
75% of these costs with the intent to:

Encourage Inter-Community Collaboration: Projects must involve at least one partner
municipality or community, fostering regional unity and shared solutions.
Enhance Governance and Capacity: Funding supports training, restructuring, and strategic
planning that elevates municipal leadership and administration.

https://canadian-vote-summit-2026.raiselysite.com/en/
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Drive Innovation in Service Delivery: From emergency management plans to regional land
use strategies, TSS-funded projects improve efficiency and responsiveness.

Each project can receive up to 75% of eligible costs, capped at $100,000 maximum funding,
making it a high-impact, low-barrier opportunity for municipalities to innovate and grow.

TSS is a portion of Municipal Revenue Sharing ($1.5 million per fiscal year) used to encourage
inter-community collaboration, help build capacity and promote good governance in all
Saskatchewan municipalities. The funds are used to support projects that help municipalities
strengthen their core governance and administration responsibilities

The TSS Steering Committee is now accepting applications for funding under this program.
Applications are accepted at any time of the year and will be reviewed on a monthly basis.

Please view the intake guide for details on the TSS initiative, project eligibility, and the application
process. The online application portal can be accessed here.

Learn About How TSS Can Support Your Community

 

Partnership with People First HR Provides Assistance to SUMA
Members

Does the thought of HR make your head hurt? We get it.

HR issues can be complex and difficult to navigate. That’s why
SUMA has partnered with People First HR to provide group
benefit members with HR On Call support and access to 100s of
HR templates.

Approved callers can get HR On Call support for topics such
as:

Creating a respectful workplace
Employee relations
Managing leaves
Performance management guidance including employee
discipline
Termination
Disability management consultation (accommodations, return to work, doctor notes)
Legislation and best practice
Requirements for policy development and workplace procedures

 
Free up time with access to hundreds of HR templates 
From recruitment to performance management, policies to respectful workplace (and so much
more), with HR On Call you have access to hundreds of FREE HR templates to make supporting
your team easier.

To learn more and access templates you need, email People First at hroncall@peoplefirsthr.com

 

ADVERTISEMENTS
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Kinetic GPO is pleased to announce a new competitively solicited and publicly awarded
contract RFSO #25-07 for Electrical Vehicle Charging Stations and Services awarded to
Siemens and SWTCH. Whether you need electric vehicle smart charging infrastructure to support
offices, hospitals, airports, universities, public parking garages and parking lots, or schools, our
awarded supplier partners have you covered.

Utilizing cooperative contracts simplifies the procurement process, saves time and money, ensures
compliance, and makes purchasing seamless. All of the contracts available through Kinetic
GPO offer a variety of innovative, sustainable, and quality solutions for Canadian educators
and public sector organizations.

Discover how your organization can benefit from exclusive foodservice savings through
Kinetic GPO and Foodbuy. 

Kinetic GPO helps members simplify procurement, reduce purchasing costs, and maximize rebate
opportunities. Complete this short survey to help us align our industry-leading purchasing programs
with the needs of your operations in education, healthcare, daycare, and long-term care facilities.
Unlock new possibilities to reduce costs and enhance your food service offerings. Start the survey
now. 

Start the Survey Now

For additional information please contact your Kinetic GPO Vice President of Member Experience
and Business Development, Dana MacDonald at dana@kineticgpo.ca. 

 

FOI & Privacy in Practice: Real-World Training for Saskatchewan
Professionals

This in-person training is designed for professionals working under Saskatchewan’s FOIP and LA
FOIP legislation who want practical, real-world guidance. Hosted by PrivacyWorks, the session
goes beyond theory to focus on managing privacy risks and breaches, handling FOI requests with
confidence, and building effective privacy programs. Participants will gain actionable tools, proven
strategies, and insights from experienced privacy and FOI specialists, while connecting with peers
from across Saskatchewan.

Date: April 16th, 2026 (9am-5:30pm CST)
Location: Alt Hotel Saskatoon, 480 2 Ave S, Saskatoon, SK S7K 1P4

Email: hello@privacyworks.ca
Training Registration Link: https://www.privacyworks.ca/live-in-person-training

 

CLASSIFIEDS AND GRANTS
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Classifieds

Positions Available:

Town of Biggar: Community
Development Officer (March 13)
Town of Battleford: Town Hall
Administration Executive Assistant
(March 14)
Village of Maymont: Administrator
(March 19)
Village of Manor: Office
Administrator (March 27)
City of Prince Albert: City Manager
(April 5)
Statistics Canada: Census Team
Employees (June 9)
Town of Eston: Public Works
Foreman (until filled)
Town of Osler: Chief Administrative
Officer (until filled)
Town of Maidstone: Administrator
(until filled)
Town of Radisson: Administrator
(until filled)

Have a position to fill or an item to
sell? Submit your ad on our website.

Find the latest listings by visiting the
classifieds section of our website, under
the Programs and Services tab.

Grants

Upcoming Deadlines:

Office of the Provincial
Interlocutor: First Nations and
Métis Community Engagement
Project Fund (Year-round)
CMHC: Seed Funding (Year-round)
CMHC: Affordable Rental
Innovation Fund (Year-round)

For a full listing of grants, check the
Grants section of our website under the
Resources tab.
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